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Oct 28-PESHAWAR (The mention of Omar and 
News) - Terming the US and Hekmatyar's call for jihad. He 
its allies as "crusaders", former also didn't say if his supporters 
Afghan mujahideen leader had been directed to start 
Maulvi Yunis Khalis has given launching attacks against the 
a call for "jihad" against all foreign soldiers in Afghanistan, 
foreign forces in Afghanistan. 

The audiotape and its Pashto 
Through an audiotape transcription was sent by Khalis' 
delivered to The News, the son, Maulvi Anwarul Haq 
elderly Khalis stressed that it Mujahid. In his message on the 
had become mandatory for tape, Khalis listed six 
every Muslim male and female instructions as part of his jihad 
and young and old to wage declaration 


8 —KABUL (Reuters) in Afghanistan was not The south and southeast 

:ast 22 guerrillas from immediately available for have been worst affected by 

jsted Taliban regime comment. a wave of attacks blamed 

Qaida network were on remnants of the hardline | 

in an aerial attack by "The 22 bodies for sure Islamic Taliban regime 

in were Taliban and al Qaida which has declared a jihad. 

got killed in the or holy war, against foreign 
the bombing," Jalali said, troops in .Afghanistan and 

the US.-backed 

The clash was separate government in Kabul 

from fighting in the Gomal 

in Afghanistan. He said the) a ft er a group of Taliban and district of Paktika on Friday The violence is the worst 

be , al Qaida fugitives fired in which 20 suspected al since U.S.-led forces' 
for the' anc j h eavy machine- Qaida and Taliban toppled the Taliban from ( 

mins on a base used by militants, including Arabs power late in 2001 for 

j U S -led troops and their and Chechens, died, harboring Osama bin Laden , 

Fifth, Khalis urged Muslims; \fghan allies in Shkin, near according to Paktika police and his al Qaida network 

worldwide to realize the; the Pakistan border, on chief Dawlat Khan. I 

gravity of the threat to theirj Saturday, said Mohammad The U S. military leads 

religion and countries and! \\\ Jalali. More than 350 people, some 11,500 troops in the 

forge unity in their ranks to including civilians, foreign hunt for Taliban and al 1 

stop the hand of their Reuters that he and government soldiers, Qaida fighters. The fate of 

enemies. He called upon them _ , ., ° , , u- , j . T r . 

to once again extend support liad heard unconfirmed aid workers and many bin Laden and Taliban. 

to the Afghan people in their reports that two US. rebels have been killed supreme commander, 

struggle against imperialism soldiers may also have since August across Mullah Omar remains 

and establishment of an| jj e d, but the U S. military Afghanistan. unknown. 1 


foreign soldiers including y 5 _| ec j forces 

those claiming to be| Afghanistan's southeastern who 

peacekeepers and friends of -r 
the Afghan people would be' Pa tl a P ’ 
considered as part of the US- region s governor said on 

led occupation forces until an 1 Tuesday 
end to American interference) Air support was called in 
i 

foreign forces would be 

doubt responsible 

consequences if they failed to 
withdraw from Afghanistan. 


One, he declared 
"jihad" against the infidels that the war started by the US- 
who have invaded Islamic led coalition against the Islamic 
countries. "Just like prayers world was without 
and Zakat, Muslims all over "crusades" inspired by religious 
the world are required to fight reasons. "Muslims are ordained 
the invading infidels and to wage jihad against America 
refrain from befriending or and its allies because their 
assisting them," he countries have been attacked 
maintained. by the crusaders and their 

Khalis, who is ill, led the dwellings are being bombed 
Hezab-i-Islami (Khalis) in the and hit by rockets. Muslims are 
war against Soviet Rad Army, being held in steel cages and 
His party was particularly their children are martyred," he 
strong in his native Nangarhar alleged, 
province and in rest of eastern Two, it has become mandatory 
J Afghanistan bordering for Muslims worldwide to take 

Pakistan. Most of his military part in jihad against the 
I commanders and fighters invading infidels the way they 
except Hazrat Ali, now the offer prayers and give Zakat. 
i security chief in Jalalabad, "Islam does not allow friendship 
subsequently joined the with infidels whose brutal 
Taliban. armies have attacked Islamic 

Taliban leader Mulla countries," he declared. 


Islamic government ml 
Afghanistan, I A 

Lastly, Khalis advised the 1 AI 
common Afghans and Aft 
mujahideen to remain patient, 
united and steadfast in the 
battle against the imperialist^ } 
powers, seek the blessings of L 
Allah, and return to the fold of uatic 
the "jihad". "You must haven A 
seen that your infighting and 
lust for power was exploited 
by the enemy. Learn your "'eel 
lessons and forge unity in intel 
your ranks while battling the m 
enemy," he said. 


He entered the United 
States in 1994 
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) 
- Top Republicans appear 
to have headed otT a final 
effort to turn part of an $87 
billion (51 

billion pound) bill for Iraq 
into loans, but, they made 
little headway in a meeting 
j to reconcile differences in 
Senate and House 
of Representatives versions 
of the measure. 

Senate Majority Leader Bill 
Frist, a Tennessee 

Republican, said he was 
i very hopeful the bill's 
nearly $20 billion for Iraq's 
reconstruction "will come 
back as grants and not 
| loans," as Senate and 

House of Representatives 
negotiators started work 
i to reconcile differences in 

^ their bills. 

! 

But negotiators were later 
forced to adjourn until 
Wednesday after 

i Democrats complained 
Republicans had not given 
them enough information 
on amendments they had 
agreed to or rejected in 
meetings before the formal 



conference. 

House Appropriations 

Committee Chairman Bill 

Young, a Florida 

Republican, said he still 
hoped negotiators could 
agree 

to a final bill on 

Wednesday. He said the 
House- then could give final 
approval by Friday. 

The bill includes $67 

billion for military 

operations in Iraq and 

Afghanistan and nearly $20 
billion to rebuild Iraq, with 
the Senate to follow. 

Despite support in both 
chambers for making Iraq 
repay half of the 
reconstruction money from 
its potential oil wealth, top 
Republicans said they 


expected to deliver the no- ' 
strings-attached aid ■ 

package that Bush | 
demanded 

i 

The White House has i 
threatened to veto the entire 1 
final bill if it contained , 
loans, saying Iraq already 
was burdened with ; 
debt and that loans would 
slow stabilization efforts i 
and prolong the U S 
occupation. 

Senate Minority Leader 
Tom Daschle, a South 
Dakota Democrat, said it 
was "a terrible mistake” for 
the White House to 
reject loans, saying having 
Americans "borrow the 
money before the Iraqis do, 
with all the oil Iraq has, is 
just uncalled for" 

The Senate narrowly voted 
to make half of the $20 
billion reconstruction 

money loans. While House 
Republicans kepi 

loans out of their bill, on a 
later nonbinding vote the 1 
chamber went on record' 
277-139 in support of them 


Pakistani commander 
claims success as troops 
kill 10 other suspects in a 
sweep of rugged country 
that borders Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistani 
troops have captured 230 
Al-Qaeda suspects during 
a swoop on the north¬ 
western tribal region of 
the country that borders 
Afghanistan.The 
operation, launched 

earlier this month, was 
continuing in phases, 
Lieutenant-General Ali 
Muhammad Jan Aurakzai 
told a team of foreign 
diplomats on Saturday. 

Three phases of Operation 
Al-Meezan, or balance, 
had been completed in the 
rugged tribal terrain and a 
fourth was under way, 
state-run Associated Press 
of Pakistan (APP) 
reported. The general was 
talking to 20 ambassadors 
and military attaches at 
his headquarters in the 
north-western city of 
Peshawar. 

During the operation, 
more than 230 suspects 
believed to belong to the 
Al-Qaida terrorist network 
were rounded up while 
another 10 were killed. 

The nationalities of those 
killed and arrested were 
not disclosed.In a major 
operation against 

suspected Al-Qaeda 



fighters in the border 
town of Angoor Adda in 
the South Waziristan tribal 
area, hundreds of 

commandos surrounded 
the suspects' hideouts.At 
least eight fighters and 
two Pakistani soldiers 
were killed in the ensuing 
battle which ended in the 
capture of 18 Taleban and 
Al-Qaeda suspects. 

Angoor Ada faces 

Afghanistan’s Shkin 

district and is just 15 km 
from the Afghan town of 
Barmal, part of which is 
reportedly controlled by 
the Taliban. 

US troops hunting Taliban 
and Al-Qaida remnants in 
Afghanistan have 

frequently been thwarted 
by the fugitives’ escaping 
over the border into 
Pakistan's tribal areas. 

The 18 arrested in Angoor 
Adda are Uzbeks, Afghans 
and Pakistani nationals, 
according to intelligence 
officials. Local residents 
say none of those arrested 


was an Al-Qaida or 
Taliban activist and they 
have accused the 
government of 

undertaking the operation 
simply in order to appease 
Washington. Officials say 
more than 500 Al-Qaida 
activists have been 
rounded up since Pakistan 
joined the US-led war 
against terrorism two 
years ago. They included 
three of Osama bin 
Laden's key associates. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan 

intelligence agents and 
dozens of police 
commandos have 

captured a man suspected 
of being a senior Al-Qaida 
leader with a price on his 
head.The arrest had 
occurred in the industrial 
city of Faisalabad, a police 
official said yesterday, but 
he would not identify the 
suspect or give his 
nationality. 

The official did say the 
man was an Arab but 
Interior Ministry officials in 
the capital, Islamabad, 
were not available to 
confirm the arrest. And in) 
Faisalabad itself on 
Saturday, intelligence 
agents raided a house 
acting on a tip-off from; 
two Yemenis arrested last' 
week.They had been 
caught during a security! 
check at a roadblocki 
outside the city, said the 
official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. -- 
AFP, AP 



Oct 27—KABUL, 

Afghanistan (AP) 

' Boldly asserting the 
i central government's 
power in the tense north, 

I Afghanistan's interior 
I minister on Sunday 
dismissed several top 
! officials after the 
, outbreak of some of the 
I worst factional fighting 
i there since the fall of the 
I aliban. 

| During a visit to the 
northern city of Mazar-e 
Sharif, the official, Ali 
Ahmad Jalali, appointed a 
new provincial governor 
j and deputy governor and 
i replaced the city's mayor 
I and police chief, officials 
' said 

Hie reshuffle was part of 
unpublished measures 
passed by Afghanistan's 
national security council 
aimed at "bringing more 
'security to the north and 
finding a solution to some 
of the security problems," 
presidential spokesman 
jJawid Luddin said. 

Feuding warlords have 
'routinely clashed in 
isolated villages across 
the north since they 
1 returned to power there 


after helping the U.S.-led 
coalition topple the Taliban 
in late 2001. 

But earlier this month, 
fighting between forces 
under ethnic Uzbek Gen. 
Abdurrashid Dostum and 
his Tajik rival, Gen Attah 
Mohammad, erupted into a 
pitched battle just outside 
Mazar-e Sharif, with tanks 
rumbling through the city 
of 1.5 million on their way 
to the battlefield. One side 
asserted that more than 60 
people were, killed; the 
other said there were fewer 
casualties. 

In one of the more unusual 
appointments, the former 
police chief of the southern 
city of Kandahar 
Mohammed Akram, an 
ethnic Pashtun — was 
named chief in Mazar-e 
Sharif, said Sultanali 
Sultani, a spokesman for an 
ethnic Hazara faction 

Many Pashtuns have left 
the north, where they are a 
minority, because of 
discrimination after the 
ouster of the Taliban, 
whose stronghold was in 
Kandahar and who were 
mostly Pashtun. 

Sultani said the head of 
Balkh University, 

Habibullah, who like many 


Afghans uses only one 
name, was appointed 
caretaker governor of 
Balkh province, of which 
Mazar-e Sharif is the 
capital 

Dostum and Mohammad, 
were not affected 
themselves in the shake- 
up, although it removed 
from power those who had 
loyalties to their factions 

Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai has criticized 
warlords for fomenting 
instability in the country 
and blamed them for using 
illicit opium crops to help 
finance their private 
armies. Afghanistan is 
world s largest opium 
producer. 

Helping to bring increased 
security to the north, an 
advance team of German 
troops arrived Saturday in 
Kunduz, east of Mazar-e 
Sharif, to prepare for the 
arrival of 450 
peacekeepers by spring 

Mazar-e Sharif is one of 
the eight cities expected to 
host international troops 
after the U N. Security 
Council agreed this month 
to extend their mandate 
outside the canital Kabul 


Oct 29—America has said it 
is prepared to open limited 
talks with Iran but is 
against restoring normal 
diplomatic relations at this 
stage. Contacts with the 
Islamic Republic could be 
made on issues such as Iraq 
and drugs, ' Deputy 
Secretary of State Richard 
Armitage told Congress. 

The move came after Iran 
moved to allay fears it is 
building a nuclear bomb. 
Low-level talks broke off 
earlier this year after the US 
accused Iran of harbouring al- 
Qaeda members. 

"Wc are prepared to engage in 
limited discussions with the 
Government of Iran about 
areas of mutual interest, as 
appropriate." Mr Armitage 
told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee in 
Washington. 

"We have not entered into any 
broad dialogue with the aim 
of normalising relations." 

He suggested the talks would 
not be one-on-one to start 
with but rather be in some 
kind of multilateral forum 
such as the United Nations. 
The BBC's state department 
correspondent. Jon Lcyne. 
says policy towards Iran is 


fiercely fought over in their country of origin or third I 
Washington and Mr countries. 

Armitage's announcement 

may not be the end of the Iran, however, said that the 
matter. No Iranian reaction to suspects had committed 
Tuesday’s announcement was offences in Iran and would be 
immediately forthcoming. tried in its courts 


Mr Armitage said Iran was 
withholding information 
about suspected members of 
al-Qacda - the Islamic group 
held responsible for the 11 
September 2001 attacks on 
America - on its territory. 

"Despite public statements 
that they would co-operate 
with other countries, the 
Iranians have refused repeated 
requests to turn over or share 
intelligence about all al-Qaeda 
members and leaders they 
claim to have in custody ..." he 
said 

"Resolution of this issue 
would be an important step in 
US-Iranian relations and we 
cannot move forward without 
this step." 

Iran announced on Sunday 
that it had given the names of 
extradited al-Qacda suspects 
to the UN Security Council 
but gave no details of 
detainees still in its custody. 
Washington dismissed the 
announcement, insisting that 
all al-Qaeda suspects should 
be extradited to either the US. 


Relations between the two j 
countries have further been j 
strained by suspicions that 
Iran is seeking to develop 
nuclear weapons. 

i 

Tehran agreed this month to 
enhanced UN inspections and 
said it would suspend its 
enrichment of uranium which 
could be used to make nuclear 
weapons. In another 
development on Tuesday , US 
President George W Bush 
warned Iran - along with Syria 
- not to let militants cross into 
Iraq from their territory, 

. | 

"We arc working closely with 
those countries to let them 
know wc expect them to 
enforce borders." he said In 
his report to Congress. Mr 
Armitage noted that there had 
been some progress in ties 
with Iran. 


Tehran, he said, had made 
pledges for the reconstruction 
of Iraq at the Madrid donors' 
conference and Iran had also 
agreed to move back some 
border posts that were on Iraqi 
territory 
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